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of the above-mentioned treatment. Acne rosacea is in

general a most stubborn complaint and has to be treated for
a long time with ointments, scarification, and electrolysis.
Phototherapy, however, has advanced the treatment very
considerably and Finsen has met with success from this
method even in severe cases which had lasted for a long
time. M. Leredde gave an account of eight cases treated
by him in this manner, in all of which a good result was
obtained. At first the treatment took a long time, for he was
afraid that if he gave sittings of over half an hour trouble-
some scarring would result. But little by little he found
that the patient could safely be exposed for just as long a
time as in cases of lupus and he had never met with any
scarring as a sequela. Following out these lines of treat-
ment he had been able in two or three weeks to cure cases of
acne rosacea which had resisted other much more severe
methods for months.

Jejunostomy.
At the meeting of the Society of Surgery held on April 1st

M. Riche read a paper upon three cases of jejunostomy
which had occurred in his own practice. In inoperable
cancer of the stomach jejunostomy was preferable to gastro-
enterostomy. Jejunostomy gave the stomach complete rest,
it was easy to do, and in cases of necessity it could be per-
formed under cocaine. The best method was j&eacute;junostornie
en T," in which the gut was divided, the lower end was
fixed to the abdominal wall, and the upper end of the gut
was fixed to the lower end.
April 14th.

BERLIN.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Bariuna Chloride as a Cardiac Tonic.
DR. SCHEDEL of Nauheim recently read a paper before the

Verein fiir Innere Medicin on the action of chloride of
barium on the heart. Making his preliminary experiments
on himself he found that when he took 0’ 02 gramme (one-
third of a grain) twice a day after meals his pulse-rate fell
from 55 to 51 and from 66 to 61, whilst his blood pressure
as measured with Gartner’s tonometer showed a rise of
10 millimetres. When the dose was increased to 0.06
gramme (three-quarters of a grain) the rise in the blood
pressure amounted to 30 millimetres. The effect was

perceptible even three days after taking the last dose and
no undesirable result was experienced. Chloride of barium
was then administered to 19 patients, some of whom suffered
from heart disease and asthma, while others were the sub-
jects of pulmonary tuberculosis, leuksemia, or chlorosis,
in consequence of which their blood pressure was low.
Under this treatment the patients improved very much ;
cyanosis and oedema disappeared ; the pulse became

regular, full, and less frequent ; the blood pressure rose ;
and the secretion of urine increased. The effect on the
blood pressure only continued for three days as a rule, but
the improvement in the pulse and in the patient’s general
condition was apparent even after the lapse of eight days.
Chloride of barium might therefore replace digitalis in the
treatment of many organic diseases of the heart, whether
of the muscular substance or of the valves. In the dis-
cussion Dr. Aronson of Ems made a reference to the action
of chloride of barium on the intestine. He said that in
veterinary medicine intravenous injections of it were given
for colic and that the treatment had been followed by serious
complications and even by death. To this Dr. Schedel
replied that toxic effects occurred only when large doses
were given ; with small doses such as he recommended no
action on the intestine was observed.

The Congress on Venereal Diseases.
The German association for the prevention of venereal

diseases held its first meeting at Frankfort on March 9th and
10th, Professor Neisser of Breslau being in the chair. The

meeting was attended by a great number of medical men as
well as by members of the general public, and included also
a certain number of ladies. The Government was represented
by Dr. Kirchner of the Government medical department, the
international association by Dr. Dubois of Brussels, and the
French association by a delegation consisting of Dr. Gaucher,
Dr. Chartin, and Dr. Fournier. The first subject discussed
at the meeting was the legal responsibility of venereal
patients. Professor von Liszt of Halle, one of the lead-
ing criminologists of Germany, recommended that such
patients should be required to appear before a court

of justice if they were suspected of having conveyed in-
fection to previously healthy persons. Men and women if
found guilty must be equally liable to punishment and
no special provision should be made for prostitutes; official,

prostitution would therefore cease to exist. Professor
Fraenkel of Halle spoke against these proposals. He
said that under this system the prisons would very soon
be overcrowded ; if prostitutes were imprisoned new recruits
would very soon appear, and so on. Prisons and hospitals
of enormous size would become necessary. Moreover,
when venereal patients knew that their medical attendant
might possibly be compelled to give evidence respecting
them before a court of justice they would as much
as possible avoid consulting a medical man. Professor
von Liszt’s views did not meet with the approval of
the meeting ; in particular Herr Clausmann, of the
Cologne police, explained that they were hardly capable
of being put in practice. The right of control of
prostitutes should, as hitherto, be left to the police. The
second subject of discussion related to the education of
public opinion by the medical profession. Dr. Cnyrim of
Frankfort and Dr. Block of Hanover were of opinion that
abstinence and chastity might be recommended to young
persons as the best prophylaxis against infection. Their
views were opposed by the celebrated physician Professor
Erb of Heidelberg, who drew attention to nervous troubles
caused by abstinence. Herr Clausmann said that he did not
believe in the alleged efficacy of education, which had failed
in the case of tuberculosis and would be a failure in venereal
diseases likewise. Dr. Kirchner stated that this view’was
erroneous, for the mortality from tuberculosis had decreased
from 51 in 10,000 in 1875 to 21 in 10,000 in 1900, a result
due, among other circumstances, to the better training of
the public in hygienic matters. Finally, the control and
compulsory medical examination of prostitutes were dis-
cussed. The debates on this subject were rather animated
as there were two parties in strong opposition to one

another. One party, though dissatisfied with the present
system, advocated a reform of the control and the medical
examination of prostitutes ; the other party, consisting
especially of ladies, believed that the control should
be abolished altogether as being immoral and in-
efficacious. Professor Neisser was of opinion that the
control of prostitutes should be withdrawn from the

police and left to the medical profession. There should be

special sanitary commissions for that purpose the members
of which would undertake the examination of prostitutes,
would supervise their treatment, and would be entitled to
give them certicates of health. Dispensaries should be estab-
lished where the women were to be attended. The police
should interfere only if the women defied medical control.
Professor Lesser of Berlin seconded Professor Neisser’s pro-
posals and explained that medical inspection should in the
first instance be a voluntary one and should be made com-
pulsory only when prostitutes were proved to withdraw them-
selves from medical examination.
April 13th. 

_________________

NEW YORK.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Lack of Surgeons in the United States Navy.
THE demand for young medical officers in the United

States navy is great. Assistant surgeons are needed badly
at the present time in the medical corps of the navy, there

being 27 vacancies in that grade. Surgeon-General Rixey
is using his utmost endeavonrs to draw young medical men
into the service. The work ut the medical corps is increasing
yearly. The strength of the navy is now 38,000 and within
the next six years it will probably be 80,000. Besides the
routine work, such as physical examinations, there are 14
naval hospitals, naval stations, navy yards, and receiving
ships where the services of surgeons are required.

The Methods of Quacks in New York City.
The Committee on the Prevention of Tuberculosis of the

Charity Organisation Society is taking strong measures to
restrict the operations of certain individuals and firms who
for years have been reaping a rich harvest by playing upon
the credulity of consumptives. Their mode of procedure is
stated by the New York Evening Post to be as follows : (1) To
open a set of offices, handsomely appointed and filled with
medical works, a variety of bottles stuffed with queer matter,
and to have scattered about mysterious instruments known
as inhalators or the like ; (2) to trade on the name of
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some world-renowned European specialist who has made a
life-long study of tuberculosis and, while not explicitly
stating that he is interested in the concern, to give subtly
the impression that the ’’ professor " has the exclusive right
to use the great specialist’s name; (3) to insert sensational
advertisements in massive type in such newspapers and
periodicals as have no scruples in accepting them, proclaim-
ing to the world that at last a cure has been found for the
" dread white plague " ; and (4) to have on hand a batch of
"testimonials" certifying that the writers have had consump-
tion in the worst form and have been thoroughly cured by
Professor -. One of the most flagrant of these concerns
trades upon the name of Professor Robert Koch. The quack’s
surname-his own or assumed-is the same and his adver-
tisements and circulars convey the impression to ignorant
persons that Professor Koch is either his partner or his
sponsor. The Committee on the Prevention of Tuberculosis
recently made it its business to write to Professor Koch on
the matter and he sent a most indignant reply. The alleged
" cure based upon his name was a base fraud, he said.
He had no relations with the exploiter or with any member of
the concern, nor had its methods his sanction in any way.
Another firm trades upon the name of Dr. Adolf Hoff, the
Viennese specialist. The names of many New York
physicians have been used, but in such a manner that there
are no means of redress by law. The way in which such
concerns obtain fraudulent testimonials is very ingenious.
They treat bad cases of consumption until the means of the
victims are exhausted and then refuse to continue the treat-
ment unless a certified testimonial of complete cure is given ;
thus many testimonials are obtained. The methods of
the quacks have,become so impudent and unbearable that
the Committee on the Prevention of Tuberculosis has
caused to be printed for general circulation resolutions
which it recently adopted, declaring that there is no

special medicine for consumption known and that the so-
called cures and specifics and special methods of treat-
ment widely advertised in the daily papers are, in the

opinion of the committee, without special value. The
"cures," the committee goes on to say, "do not at all

justify the extravagant claim made for them and serve chiefly
to enrich the promotors at the expense of the poor and
frequently ignorant or credulous consumptives." No cure,
thinks the committee, can be expected from any kind of
medicine or method except the regularly accepted treatment
which relies mainly upon pure air and nourishing food.
America is the happy hunting ground of quacks and
nowhere in the civilised world is so much licence given to
this kind of adventurer. It will be interesting to watch the
effect which the warning of the Committee on the Prevention
of Tuberculosis will have on the actions of these self-styled
curers of consumption.

War against Consumption in the United States.
The efforts to combat tuberculosis effectually are taking

shape in New York State and in many other parts of
America. Dr. George F. Shrady has recently pointed out
that proper provision for the housing of the working-classes
must be a main feature in any crusade against tuberculosis
and recommends that great cities should build in good
situations tenements containing plenty of windows through
which light and air can pass freely and rent them to their
wage-earning citizens. With regard to those who are

already afflicted with tuberculosis and for whom preventive
measures would be of little or no benefit, Dr. Shrady
suggests that either the municipalities or wealthy citizens
should build special hospitals and surround them with ex-
tensive grounds where patients may take exercise in the
open air and may to all intents and purposes live in the open
air. In the United States there would probably be much
opposition to a scheme of municipal ownership of any kind
as the interests of the politicians would suffer thereby, but it
would seem that State hospitals and sanatoriums will soon
be erected in New York State for the treatment of the
indigent. The fact is beginning to be recognised by the
general public that the presence of consumptives in its midst,
especially in large cities, is the most potent means of spread-
ing the disease and is a menace to the health of all.

April 4th.

DEATH OF A CENTENARIAN.-Mr. William
Morrell, whose funeral took place at Nottingham on April 4th,
was said to have attained the age of 103 years. The funeral
service was conducted by members of the Salvation Army of
which the deceased was for many years an adherent.

AUSTRALIA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Bubonic Plague.
FOUR fatal cases of plague have occurred at Fremantle.

The extermination of rats is being vigorously carried on and
people are rushing to be inoculated. Out of 178 rats

destroyed in the presence of the authorities 28 were found to
be infected. In Brisbane a fatal case has occurred. The
other States remain free, but the extermination of rats is
carried on, and all vessels from infected ports (and all persons
on board) are strictly inspected.

Leprosy.
The Board of Health of New South Wales has been some-

what severely criticised for the action it has taken in regard
to a case of leprosy at Strathfield, a suburb of Sydney. The
patient was a European gentleman of means, and when his
disease was diagnosed as leprosy and reported to the board
his friends requested that he might be isolated in his own
dwelling under Section 47 of the Health Act. The board
was furnished with plans of the house and surrounding
locality and with a report from one of its own officers. It

! decided to accede to the application. The residents in
the district, however, were indignant and protested against
the establishment of what was practically a lazarat in
their midst. The board considered this protest and
"was clearly of opinion that it had duly exercised the

; powers conferred upon it by the Act, and had amply dis-
’ 

charged its duty of preventing all danger of spread of
’ infection by the patient, but in view of the protests and in
’ exercise of its discretion it directed that the inexpediency of
! taking up residence in a neighbourhood where his presence
’ was strongly resented should be pointed out to the patient’s
’ friends. The friends were advised accordingly and at once
’ expressed their anxiety to give up the plan. But they
! pointed out that they had already bound themselves to
! purchase the property and actually had paid a deposit upon

it. All these facts and other circumstances having been
’ taken into consideration by the board at its meeting on

t Feb. 17th it decided that it could not interfere further. It
is not pretended that any substantial risk of danger exists,

’ nor could such a contention be successfully supported ; the
: protesters’ fear is of injury to their pecuniary interest, and
. that injury-if it should occur-depends solely on the,
L publicity they themselves have given to a matter which
’ the board has (as always) endeavoured to conduct privately."

So far as the particular case is concerned the matter has
been settled by the patient removing from the district. The

L municipal councils are urging that the powers of the Board
of Health should be restricted. They point out that under
Section 4 of the Leprosy Act it was provided that "the

, 
Government may, by proclamation published in the Gazette,

e direct that any suitable place be set apart as a lazaret for
t the reception and medical treatment of lepers and may make

regulations for the safe custody of such lepers therein."
’ And in the next section it was provided that the Board of

Health after being satisfied that such person was suffering-
from the disease of leprosy might order that such person be
removed to, and detained in, such lazaret until released by
order of the board, or "be isolated in such place and
manner as the board may direct." 

" The latter clause read in

_ 
connexion with the provision for lazarets had been generally’ thought to be a provision for temporary isolation merely,

- pending removal to a lazaret, but the Board of Health by
its action in the case at Strathfield had treated it as giving
it power practically to create a private lazaret in any
locality without notice and by a simple resolution of the

j board. In the Strathfield case the board, instead of having
t the patient removed to a lazaret, had allowed a permanent

place of isolation within the meaning of the Act to be fixed
in a fairly populated part of the borough and in a com-
paratively small area of land.

,, Consumptive S’anatorium at Wentworth.
On Feb. 18th the Governor of New South Wales opened a

sanatorium for consumption at Wentworth. The institution
is the final outcome of a meeting held on May 17th, 1897,

- 

when the following resolution was proposed by Lord
1 Hampden:-
, That in view of the fact that no adequate provision for the treatment

of consumptive patients had been made in this colony it is expedient
r that homes, to be known as the Queen Victoria Homes for Consump-’ 

tion, should be established in commemoration of the record reign ot
her most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria.


